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10.8 DARTFORD

Overview

 Demand for school places in Dartford is mainly caused by inward migration 
connected to significant house-building and the birth rate which is higher than 
both the Kent and National.  

 Dartford’s birth rate dropped significantly in 2013, although it has shown a slight 
increase in 2014.  However, the impact of a significant increase in birth rates in 
previous years will continue to provide pressure for places.

 Despite expansions at seven Primary schools in recent years, demand is 
continuing to increase beyond available capacity.

 The Dartford Borough Core Strategy records significant housing development 
(up to 17,300 new homes), focusing on seven key sites, all of which will require 
new education provision.  These are: Eastern Quarry, Stone, Ebbsfleet Green, 
Ebbsfleet, Swanscombe Peninsula, Dartford Northern Gateway and Dartford 
Bridge.  Much of this development will be under the auspices of the Ebbsfleet 
Development Corporation.
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Borough Analysis – Primary
The charts below set out the birth rates and the table sets out the school population 
figures and forecasts:
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School-based surplus/deficit capacity summaries: Year R: 

Planning Group

2014/15 
capacity

2014-15 
(A

)

2015-16 
(F)

2016-17 
(F)

2017-18 
(F)

2018-19 
(F)

2019-20 
(F)

2019-20 
capacity

Dartford North 180 3 9 -5 -4 -5 -2 180
Dartford East 360 1 -28 -37 -22 -35 -33 360
Dartford West 350 -3 11 -14 0 -5 -5 350
Joyden's Wood and Wilmington 180 3 -3 5 -4 5 3 180
Swanscombe and Greenhithe 210 33 -13 24 -4 -4 -4 210
Dartford Rural South 180 15 22 1 0 -2 2 180
Dartford 1,460 52 -2 -25 -34 -45 -40 1,460

All Year Groups:  

Planning Group

2014-15 
capacity

2014-15 (A
)

2015-16 (F)

2016-17 (F)

2017-18 (F)

2018-19 (F)

2019-20 (F)

2019-20 
capacity

Dartford North 1,020 15 2 -18 -33 -42 -44 1,245
Dartford East 2,250 13 -36 -85 -131 -172 -210 2,520
Dartford West 2,390 -36 -42 -72 -104 -116 -125 2,450
Joyden's Wood and Wilmington 1,086 -14 -17 -15 -54 -71 -95 1,180
Swanscombe and Greenhithe 1,260 70 35 66 53 43 35 1,500
Dartford Rural South 1,185 99 70 50 21 -4 -27 1,260
Dartford 9,191 147 11 -74 -249 -362 -466 10,155

There are currently 26 Primary schools distributed across six planning groups in 
Dartford.  1,460 Reception Year places are available in 2014-15 and currently that 
remains the capacity for 2015-16.  However, the significant uplift in migration into the 
Borough, and in particular Dartford Town, during the past two years is expected to 
continue.  Consequently, the forecast numbers are higher than previously envisaged, 
and will require more school places to be created in the short and medium term.

The pressures in Dartford are most acute in Reception Year as larger cohorts enter 
the school system.  The Borough’s birth rate continues to be above the Kent and 
National levels, although in 2013 did see a drop.  However, high levels of inward 
migration are expanding the cohort sizes annually.  

As can be seen from the tables there is currently a small amount of surplus capacity 
primarily in the rural areas of the Borough, while the overall forecast demand for 2015-
16 exceeds capacity.  For September 2015 all pupils requiring a place in a Reception 
class were allocated one.  However, urgent work is required early in 2015-16 to build 
in additional capacity through schools in planning groups displaying the highest 
pressures agreeing to admit over PAN and/or open temporary classes.

2016-17 appears to present the greatest pressure for Reception places, with a slight 
reduction in the cohort size forecast for the following four years.  For the year 2016-17 
a minimum of 2FE is required to meet demand but an additional 4FE would ensure a 
5% surplus is available to aid parental choice and to mitigate the effects of inward 
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migration.  Schools are reporting higher numbers of inward migration. Total Primary 
rolls are forecast to increase significantly from 9,044 pupils in 2014-15 to 10,621 in 
2019-20.

House-building in the area is set to continue, primarily in the Ebbsfleet Valley 
development area where up to 15,000 homes could be provided over the next 10-15 
years.  Pressures are also being realised elsewhere in the Borough through new 
developments such as Dartford Northern Gateway, St James’ Lane Pit and 
considerable numbers of small to medium sized developments.  The provision of new 
schools is being factored into the planning for the Borough, with up to seven Primary 
Schools and sites being requested or secured via developer contributions, one of 
which would form part of a community campus including a new Secondary school.  
The first of the new Primary Schools is set to open in September 2017.  New 
additional Primary provision as a result of new development are included in the tables, 
but additional demand, predicated by new development, is not included in the 
forecasts.   

Borough Analysis – Secondary
The table below sets out the school population figures and forecasts:

2014/15 
PAN / 

Capacity
2014-15 

(A
)

2015-16 
(F)

2016-17 
(F)

2017-18 
(F)

2018-19 
(F)

2019-20 
(F)

2020-21 
(F)

2021-22 
(F)

2021-22 
PAN / 

Capacity
Year 7 1,475 53 62 -28 -68 -117 -199 -242 -289 1,525
Years 7-11 7,385 485 535 455 363 170 -39 -344 -604 7,925

The number of Year 7 school places in 2014-15 was 1,475, although this has risen to 
1,555 in 2015-16 with a permanent enlargement to Dartford Grammar School.  We 
have also made temporary expansions to Wilmington Grammar Girls and Wilmington 
Academy, and will consider making these expansions permanent.  The Year 7 cohort 
rises steadily year on year and it is anticipated that by 2023-24 an additional 16FE will 
be required to meet demand whilst providing the additional 5% surplus for parental 
preference. 

The increase in capacity at Grammar schools has a lower effect on overall Dartford 
capacity because of the admission criteria, which will see students being admitted 
from Out of County.  The increased demand has been exacerbated by the closure of 
Oasis Academy Hextable, as although this school does not sit within the Dartford 
Borough, it was used by significant numbers of Dartford pupils.

In order to provide sufficient places we will expand existing provision, and also 
investigate the possibility of new provision either through the utilisation of the Hextable 
site or on new sites identified in and around Dartford Town.

The forecast demand excludes additional pressures resulting from significant housing 
developments in the area, therefore, a new 8FE school will be provided in the 
Ebbsfleet Garden City.  The exact timing of this is dependent on the build out rates for 
the development, but it was originally envisaged that at least the first 4FE would be 
brought on line in 2018.   
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Dartford Primary School Commissioning Position 

 

Dartford Secondary School Commissioning Position 
 

by 2016-17 by 2017-18 by 2018-19 2019–20 to 
2021-22)

1 FE – Wilmington 
Grammar Girls
2FE – Wilmington Academy
1FE – Ebbsfleet Academy

1FE in Dartford 2 FE in Dartford
4FE (of 8FE) in Alkerden 

4FE in  Alkerden
9FE in Dartford

Planning Group by 2016-17 by 2017-18 by 2018-19 2019–20 to 
2021-22)

Dartford North 1FE in Dartford 
North

1FE in Dartford 
Northern 
Gateway 

1FE in Dartford 
Northern 
Gateway 

Dartford West 0.6FE in Dartford 
West

Dartford East 2FE in Dartford 
East

Swanscombe and 
Greenhithe 

1FE in 
Swanscombe and 
Greenhithe

1FE (of 2FE) in 
Castle Hill 
development 

1FE in Ebbsfleet 
Green 
2FE in St James 
Pit 

1FE – Station 
Quarter North
1FE – Castle 
Hill
1FE – Ebbsfleet 
Green
2FE – Alkerden
2FE – Western 
Cross


